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A perfpicuous Account of the Nature of Evidence, and of 
the Faith or Credence, which are the unavoidable Effects 
of it, when it comes properly authenticated to the Mind. 


[From Dore’s Letters on Faith.] 


OME propofitions are felf-evident; others only probable ; 

fome barely poflible ; others evidently abfurd. 

Self-evident propofitions we believe, whoever may aflert 
them, As they carry their own evidence with them, no addi- 
tional evidence is required, Their internal evidence fuperfedes 
the neceffity of external. Indulge me while I exemplify my 
meaning. If a perfon, noted for his falfehood, or his ignorance, 
were to affert, that three angles make a triangle; that the 
whole is greater than a part; that two and two make four; that 
a circle is not atriangle, nor a triangle a fquare ; we fhould 
infantly believe what he fays, if we heard and underftood him; 
not becaufe de afferts thefe things, bat becaufe his affertions 
carry demontftrations with them. 

Propofitions that are only probable, require external evidence 
to produce faith. Evidence of this kind arifes generally and 
principally from the wifdom and integrity of our author. It is 
not felf-evident that there were fuch men as Lycurgus, the fa- 
mous Spartan law.giver; Cyrus, who liberated the captives of 
Jodah; Alexander the Great, who was a mighty conqgucror ; 
Archimedes, the celebrated mathematician ; Julias Cefar, who 
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conquered Rome; and many others that might be mentioned : 
therefore, however probable it may appear, as bare probability is 
not a foficient ground for faith, fome external evidence is ne- 

ceflary. That is probable which is agreeable to the general 
coil of events. ‘The greater the probability, the lefs external 
evidence is requi red. 

Some propofitions are not prolable, but barely pofib’e; and, 
in order to credit fuch, the firongeft evidence is requifite, It is 
pofitle for the God of nature, whole power is unbounded, 
fufpend the operations of thofe fiated laws by which he peso 
the world, or to reverfe them at his pleafure. At the command 
of the Univerfal Sovereign the planets may ftand ftill, the earth 
ceafe to roll, and the deep waters of the majeftic fea divide. 
Thefe, and ten thoufand other phenomena, Omnipotence can 
eafily accomplifh. Miracles may be performed ; but they can- 
not be believed withovt the beft authority. Evidence, in this 
cafe, muft be very ftrong. 

Scme propolitions are evidently abfurd ; and fauch we cannot 
credit on any authority. If 1 heara man fay, that four isa 
greater number than fix ; that an oCtagon is acircle 3 thata 
confecrated wafer is the identical body of Chrift; that the fame 
body is in two different places at the fame time; I fhould not 
belicve him, but fuppoie either that he underitood not what he 
faid, had fome myitical meaning, defigned to try my credulity, 
or wifhed to impofe upon my ignorance. 

Faith is not an actof the will, but of the underftanding. 
Paith arijes from th e prevalence of evidence. When evidence 
darts its irrefiftible light into the mind, it is impoflible to with- 
hold our aflent; and when no evidence ftrikes the mind, it is 
impoflible to believe. We cannot difbelieve many reports ; if 
we would, the evidence of their truth is fo powerful as to com- 
mand our afient. Other truths we may with to believe, but 
cannot fcr want of evidence. ‘Lhe difconfolate widow of the 
late Captain Pearce would have been happy-could the have dil- 
believed the melancholy intelligence of the Jofs of the Halfe- 
well ;—but in vain did nature ftroggle ;—in vain did her tender 

feelings flrive ;—in vain her attachment to her now loit part- 
ner ;—in vain her affc&tion to her blooming daughters, the de- 
voted victims of inftant death ;—in vain were all the fondelt 
wifhes of her heart. In oppofition to the warmeit defires with 
which her bofom heaved, fhe felt the power of irrefittible truth. 
With no more juccefs could fhe refiit the energy of evicence than 
the fhipwrecl kea mariners could the tempettuous winds and roar- 
ing billows. Every heart, not flecled againit the tender fecl- 
ings of humanity, mutt have rejoiced if news to affecting had 
proved without foundation. 
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Faith is no more at the command of our will than are any of 
our fenfes. If I open my eyes I muft fee what prefents itfelf, 
not what I may with to behold. If I walk into the fields ina 
hard froft, when the earth is covered with fnow, I fhall not fee 
nature robed in her gayeft drefs, the fields decked with flowers 
of variegated beauties, and the meadows clothed with the richeft 
verdure, however delectable fuch a fight would appear. So it is 
with faith ; I cannot believe what I pleafe, but what appears to 
me to be true. 





& Bio e 4 Fee 


IELDING obferves, that there are many men who give no 

other proof of their exiflence than deitroying the beatts of 

the field and devouring the fruits of the earth. Swift gives a 

very good epitaph on one of thefe worthies, which I think is not 
found in his works :— 


Here Gaffer Barrow’s jaws are laid at eafe, 
Whofe death has dropp’d the price of bread and cheefe, 
He ate, and drank, and flept; and then, 
He atc, and drank, and flept again ; 
Like modern patriots, rightly underitood, 
Live to themlelves, and die for country’s good. 





As AR ACD COT & 


HE Bithop of Warmia, one of the wealthieft Prelates in 
Poland, who had juft loft full two thirds of his revenues 

by che arrangements which the late King of Pruflia had made, 
in feizing on the temporalities at the time the famous partition 
treaty took place, being one day at the King’s levee, the 
Monarch jocofely addreiied him in thefe words :—** I don’t 
imagine you love me much, my Lord.”—The latter obfequi- 
oufly aufwered, it was his duty to obey the commands of Kiags, 
efpecially of a conqueror.—‘* Neverthelefs (contiaued his 
Majefty), I hope I thall effet my falvation in my religion, as 
you in your’s: yet if St. Peter thould refufe to open the gate of 
Heaven for me,I would knock gently, and alk for your Word- 
fhip, when [ truit you would conceal me under your mantie, 
and convey me in uaperceived.”—** ‘Chis, Sire (retorted the 
Prelate), could not be done ; for your Majeity has cut thac very 
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cloak fo very fhort, that it can no longer ferve me for the pur- 
pole of {muggling.” 





A refpeciful Tribute to the Memory of Thomas Curtis, E/q; 
(aie a Vice-Prefident of the Bath Agriculture Society) 
who died at his Houfe in Bath, April 4, 1784. 


[From the Bath Agriculture Society Papers, Vol. I1I.] 


‘* What though we wade in wealth, or foar in fame ! 
“* Earth’shigheft lation ends in—=LHere he lies ; 


** And duft to duft concludes her nobleft fong.” 
Dr. Younc,. 


GENTLEMEN, 
Y the inftirution of particular focieties, whether for the 
promotion of intellectual improvement, or the diffufion of 
ufeful knowledge, the individuals who compofe them become 
united in the pleafing connection of one common friendthip.— 
The breach of this connection, by the death of any member, 
whofe ufefulnefs and amiable qualities acquired him general 
efteem, muit theretore affeét the minds of his affociatzs with fen- 
fations peculiarly painful, While the remembrance of his fer- 
vices afford pleafure, that pleafure is imbittered by the reflection 
that thole fervices are for ever atan end. 

I have no doubt but moft who are now prefent /ee/ thefe re- 
marks verified in the much regretted lofs of our ingenious and 
worthy colleague, Mr. Curtis, and have already paid the virtue 
ous tribute of a tear to hjs memory, 

To delineate with juftice a character fo truly refpeétable, re- 
quires a much abler pen than mine; but as there is a refined 
pleafure in commemorating the virtues of thofe whom we have 
loved, I am encouraged to attempt exprefling my own feelings 
on this folemn event, as a token of that elteem which is juttly 
cue at the thrine of ceparted friendhhip, 

Whether we confider Mr. Curtis as having been a generous 
and diligent promoter of the moft laudable puéiic defigns, or 
trace him in the lefs confpicuous but equally importaut {phere 
ef comeilic and focial life, we fhall find, that to fill up his fta- 
tion with propriety and honour, and promote the happincis of 
others, were the grand objetts of his folicitude; the ends to 
which all his conduct was directed, 

Lig was one of the firft and moft a€tive members of this So- 
ciety, and had g ptincipal hand in forming thofe rales by which 
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it has been conduéted near ten years with increafing reputation ; 
and continued a Vice-Prefident, and a fteady promoter of it, to 
the commencement of that diforder which removed him from 
this to an infinitely better world, 

1 need f{carcely remind you how conftant he was in attending 
our meetings and committees, and folicitous to render fuccefsful 
the eflential purpofes of this eftablifhment. By you in particular 
his fervices will be long remembered, and his memory held in 
pleafing veneration. 

‘To Mr. Curtis, as the Father of the Philofophical Society, 
eftablithed in this city in 1779, all its members are originally in- 
debted for the pleafure ithath afforded them. He was the fr/ 
propolerof that inftitution, and diligent in his endeavours to 
furnith fubjects of {cientific inveftigation, 

As Governor of the General Hofpital in this city, his care 
and attention to the proper management of that noble charity ; 
his diligence in vifiting the wards, in attending committees, and 
feeing that the patients had every proper aud confortable ace 
commodation, was exercifed with unremitting affiduity. 

Influenced by principles of the moft te humanity, he was 
alfoa warm promoter of the Pauper Charity here, and of the 
public hofpitals and infirmaries of the cities of Brijtol and 
Gloucefter. 

But it was not to puddic inftitutions only that the ftreams of 
his benevolence extended :—-flowing from a principle far fupe- 
rior to the defire of human applanfe, it found many fecret 
channels unnoticed by the world, and was often privately ex- 
tended to modeft merit in diftrefs, Many who languifhed in 
fecret, under the accumulating preffure of affliction and poverty, 
experienced in him a kind and liberal benefactor, In confer- 
ring favours he had a peculiar foftnefs of manners, which, to 
minds fufceptible of delicate feelings, leffened the weight while 
it increafed the value of an obligation. Thas he fweetened the 
tendereit offices of humanity by the manner in which he admi- 
nifiered them; and thus from the eyes of many he wiped the 
filent tear of forrow, and, in the language of the infpired Ori- 
ental moralilt, ** made joyful the habitations of woe.” 

lie had an excellent uatural underitanding, improved bya 
very good, though private education; and being of a ftudious 
turn of mind, his knowledge in the clafficks, in polite literature, 
and in various braaches of philoluphy, was by no means incoa- 
fiderable. 

Nor was he lefs diflinguifhed by that modeft diffidence which 
ever accompanies, or rather conilitutes a part of true politenels, 


and refults from a liberal and well cultivated mind. 
Having 
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Having a general acquaintance in the genteel circle of life, 
he was well read in men aswell as books; yet he rather fought 
to be w/eful than popular; to merit than to court applaufe.— 
Under a full conviction of the beauty and excellence of real 
virtue, he was not content with itsfemblance, nor did he feek 
to deck himfelf with adventitious colours, which quickly lofe 
their luftre. 

An habitual probity, integrity, candour, and liberality of 
fentiment, and a pious regard to the great duties of religion, 
were confpicuous throughout his conduct. 

He was equally uninfluenced by the fervors of enthufiafm, 
and the chilling torpid languor refulting from the benumbing 
doétrines of infidelity. His virtues were not occafional and 
fluctuating, but uniform and fteady, They were not the confe- 
quence of thofe fudden impulfes which fometimes flath convic- 
tion even on minds unaccuftomed to ferious reflection, and en- 
force a temporary affent to long neglected truths ; but refulted 
from a well grounded rational evidence of, and firm belief in, 
the divine precepts of Chriltianity. 

In private life his character was truly refpeftable, and highly 
worthy of general imitation. Ia the tender, relative connections 
of a hufband and a father, he was eminently prudent, faithful, 
and affectionate, 

In the cultivation of the focial virtues, his natural politenefs 
and cheartul difpofition rendered him a pleafing companion ; and 
his ftri€t integrity and honour,*a cordial and fteady triend.— 
Having thus, through the general tenor of his life, ated up to 
that flandard of rectitude which confers on human nature its 
greateit dignity, he poffeffed at its awful clofe that internal com- 
pofure, which is, of all terreftrial good, the mott excellent and 
defirable : 

** Which nothing earthly gives or can deftroy, 
“* ‘Lhe foul’s calm funhhine, and the heartfelt joy.” 
Porc. 


Blefled with a genteel fortune, exceedingly happy in his 
neareft connections, and furrounded by friends who efteemed 
and loved him, how pleafing, how flattering muft have been his 
profpects! How alarming the attack, which (even at its begin- 
ning) he feemed confcious would diflolve every tender tic— 
draw the veil of darknefs over every prefent object of pleafiag 
contemplation, and clofethe fcene forever! Yet I am well in- 
formed, he met this thoclk with calmnefs, and fapported himfclf 
under it with the refignation and furtitude of a Chriftian: a re- 
fenativn founded not on the precarious hope of overcoming his 
afficion, but of efcaping trom its preffure. ‘Tie ferenity pro- 
duced 
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duced by fuch an idea, poffefles above all others the greateit 

dignity: it refts cna bafisimmutably fixed upon fomething far 
above the revolution of preewrsd things ; it is the peculiar, the 
ineftimable privilege of thofe happy few, whocan takea retro. 
{pe&t of the pal without a blufh, and lock forward with the 
humble confidence which virtue infpires to that fuperior worid 
which is the ultimate deftination of an immortal {pirit. 

Thefe refleCtions cannot be confidered as the incenfe of adu- 
lation ; their objeét being now removed far beyond the reach val 
human praife, ‘They are the heart-felt effufions of 2 mind fen- 
libly affefted by the event that occafioned them, anc imprefled 
with feelings which I with not fhould be fpeedily erafed. ‘fo 
his forvivors they may prove ufeful, by exciting a virtuous emu- 
lation, and awakening proper confiderati ions on the great pure 
pofes of life, its uncertainty, and its end. 

Imperfea as this little fketch may be of the character of our 
late honoured friend and‘affociate, I hope it will be accepted as 
a tribute due to the memory of him, who, although taken from 
us, we have the fatisfaction of believing is now perfectly happy 
in the enjoyment of an infinitely fuperior exiftence and etcraal 
reward, 

I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Mott refpectfully your’s, 
EDMUND RACK. 
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crimes that were laid to his charge’ aniwe neil, - ; have 
cone yet worfe!” Being atked what? “ Ifufered myfelf to 
be apprehended,” replied he. 





p N offender being afked, whether he had committed all tt 
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: The Lord Chancellar’s Charaéter of Mr. Haftings, as given 
by his Lordfhip in the Houfe of Peers, when Mr. Fox's 
Lajl-India Bul was introduced, 


{From the Letters of an Englifhman, lately publifhed. | 


*¥ 7HENCE this remarkable deg 
y wards Mr. Haftings ?” faid 
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charaéter of that great man, can have no weight with your 
lordthhips. How induftrioafly, my Lords, has every tranfaction 
of Mr. Haftings’s long government, that could tend to crimi- 
nate him, been circulated! The reports of a committee have 
been fold aspamphlets. The ingenuity of fome men, and the 
warm imagination of others, have been long employed to fully 
the well-earned reputation of Mr. Haftings. ‘To my mind, 
my Lords, Mr. Haftings is one of the molt extraordinary cha- 
raéters that this country has ever produced ; he has ferved the 
Fatt India Company 33 years in the mof important fituations ; 
42 years as Governor, or Governor-General of Benga!: he isa 
man whofe honour, whofe integrity, whofe firmnefs of mind, 
and whofe perfeverance, are not only very generally acknovw- 
ledged in this kingdom, andin Afia, but throughout the conti- 
nentof Europe: he is a man,my Lords,who pofleffes a moit ex- 
tenfive knowledge of the languages, the politics, the cuftoms, 
zod the revenues of Indoftan: he isa man wko infafed the fpi- 
rit which animated his own mind, and rofe faperior to the atto- 
nifhing difficulties he had to encounter, into the breafts of our 
brave and intrepid countrymen, who have fo nobly diflingaithed 
them(elves in Afia. Mr. Hattings isa man, who has reeeftabliford 
peace in India, who furnifoed refources for the war while it 
/afed, by an increafeof revenue in Bengal ; and has preferved 
the provinces under his more immediate controul in peace and 
tranquillity. Mr. Haftings is a man who has held a bo'd and 
confittent language throughout. What have been the means, 
mny Lords, to which Mr. Hastings has had recourfe to preferve 
his power? Has he employed the low and dirty arts of intrigue 
which have heretofore been practifed ? No, my Lords; he has 
been fupported by the voice of the public; by great and meri- 
torious actions. 

** This being my opinion of Mr. Haftings, I thall fupport 
him until evidence of his delinquency fhall be produced.— 
Whence, my Lords, this extreme defire to avoid a full and fair 
difeuflion ot this queition ?—I again repeat it, if Mr. Hattings 
is guilty, recall him, punith him ; but do not let us be deluced 
by tales fabricated for the purpofe of the hour, and circulated 
with a degree of indaltry which difgraces the dignity and ho- 
nour of the Britifh nation.” 


This manly fpeech, from fo confpicuous a nobleman as Lord 
Thurlow, produced a wonderful effet in the Houfe of Peers, 
and throughout the nation. Lord Camden took an early op- 
portunity of declaring that Mr. Haitings was *¢ the foul of our 
juccefs in India ;” and his nephew, Mr, George Hardinge (the 
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fame gentleman who took the other fide of the queftion a ferw months 
ago) when pleading the caufe of the Company at the bar of the 
Houfe of Lords, declared that the fervices of Lord Chatham 
and Mr. Haftings would ** make them the idols of potterity, 
when their little adverfaries would be too obfcure for infamy to 
record them, 





An ANECODOT E. 


Dutch merchant in Amfterdam had fold a thoufand pounds 
A worth of gloves to fome Jews, who not ftanding to their 
bargain when they brought their money, would have but half. 
The Dutch merchant told them they fhould have half, but defired 
alittle time to fort them, which was granted; fo he ordered his 
men to put all the right hand gloves in one parcel, and the left 
in another.—When the Jews came, he bid them take their 
choice ; which being done, and the money paid, they began to 
pack up ; but perceiving at laft that they were all for one hand, 
they were forced to take the reft at an advanced price. 





Some Account of the various Modes of Burying adopted by 
different Nations. 


HE primitive Chriftians buried their dead after the manner 
of the Jews. They firlt wafhed, then embalmed them, 
fpending, fays Tertullian, more perfumes and aromatic gums 
upon fuch occafions, than the heathens did in their facrifices. 
They wrapt the corpfe in fine linen, or filk, and fometimes put 
on them rich habits—They laid them forth for the {pace of 
three days, during which they conftantly attended the dead 
body, and paffed the time in watching and praying by it. Then 
they carried it to the grave, with torches and flambeaux, finging 
pfaims and hymns to the praife of God, and in teftimony of 
their hopes of the refurreétion. They recommended the dead 
likewife in their prayers, received the communion, ahd made 
their dgape, or love-fealts, with the diltribution of other charie 
ties for the poor. 

At the end of the year they made a frefh commemoration for 
them, and fo from year to year ; befide the ftanding conmmemo- 
ration for the dead, always joined with the eucharilt, they fre- 
quently put into the grave feveral things, as marks of honour to 
the deceafed, or to preferve his memory ; fuch as the badges of 
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his dignity, the inflruments and atts of his martyrdom, an epie 
taph, or at leaft his name: and fometimes they threw in 
medals, laurel leaves, fome croffes, and the gofpe!. And whereas 
the heathens built ftately tombs for their dead, either by the 
fides of great roads, or in the open fields ; the Chriftians, on 
the contrary, difpofed of their deceafed, either after the com- 
mon way of interment, or laying them in vaults under ground ; 
fuch were the catacombs near Rome.—They had anciently a re- 
ligious ambition to be buried near the bodies of the martyrs, 
and this is that which, at laft, bronght fo many graves and 
tombs into the churches ; which were frequently erected over 
the graves of martyrs: this was the occafionof burying in 
churches; for of along time it was the cuftom to bury the dead 
no where but without the walls of cities. 

As to the old Greeks, after they had clofed the eyes of the 
deceafed, they ufed to make a great noife with a fort of bell, 
done as it is fuppofed either to fcare away the furies and hob- 
goblins, or elfe to wake the perfon, in cafe he was only ina 
lethargy or apopleétic fit. Afterwards they put a piece of money 
in his moath to pay his paflage over Styx, giving him likewife a 
piece of meat to put Cerberus in gcod humour : they then put 
a bandage, or little {carf over his eyes, and his face was covered 
to his chin with cloth. ‘This office was to be performed by the 
neareft relations, who were likewile obliged to wath the body 
with warm water andanoint it. This was properly the bu- 
finefs of womer.. The corpfe was likewife wrapt in freth linen, 
or new cloth, made into a fort of ftraight gown. ‘The body 
was afterwards crowned with chaplets, to intimate thedeceafed 
had conquered the misfortunes of this life. They likewife put 
fome {weat-meats into his mouth, which was part of the enter- 
tainment of the Olympionices. The funeral being thus far 
prepared, they placed the corpfe at the gate of the houfe, which 
was a fort of laying in fiate. 

The day after, before fun-rife, the Greeks vfed to carry the 
corpfe to the funeral pile. The expence upon this occafion, 
tho’ moderate at firit, grew afterwards toa great exces ; there- 
fore Solon made a fumptuary law, to oblige the Athenians to 
frugality. The relations ufed to attend the corpfe to the fu- 

eral pile ; women under threefcore years of age, uniefs pretty 
near related, were not permitted tocome into the houfe where 
the corpfe lay ; however all of that fex were allowed to ac- 
company the body to the place of fepulchre: at the latier end 
of the folemnity, the company had a treat at the expence of the 
relations, at which time, if the deceafed had done any thing re 
markable, it was fet forthin a fpeech; which privilege was afe 
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terwards granted to none but thofe who died in the field, for 
their country, or fuch as were buried at the charge of the ftate, 
which in fuch cafes was done in the Ceramicus. 

It was a cuftom among the Greeks, to bury perfons of the 
beft quality in raifed grounds, till, at laft, there were two public 
burying-places appointed by the ftate, called Ceramici, one 
within, and the other without the wall. In thefirlt of which, 
thofe who died in the field were buried. If any perfon happens 
to die on their travels, or in another country, their way was to 
anoint the corpfe with honey, to preferve it from putrefaction, 
till they could bring it home. And fometimes they wrapt them 
alive, in cere-cloth for the fame purpofe. 

The Egyptians ufed to embalm their dead with a compofition 
made of wine and odoriferous drugs, fuch as myrrh, cinnamon, 
cedar, &c. This embalming was a whole month in finifhing, 
it being neceffary to repeat the aromatic gums upon the corpfe a 
great many times. Herodotus obferves, that the Egyptians 
ufed to drefs the corpfe in the fame habit that the perjon wore 
and put it into a tran{parent glafs coffin. 

‘Lhe Romans paid the laft offices to the dead in the tollowing 
manner : after they had clofed the eyes of the dead, they called 
out to him feveral times, to fee if he was not fallen into a fivoon, 
or lethargical diftemper.—After this, they wafhed the corpfe 
with warm water and rabbed it with perfumes, This being done, 
they put a fort of white gown upon him, and brought him to 
the door with his feet to the ftreet ; then they ftack branches of 
cyprefs before the houfe. 

Lhis ceremony continued feven cays, and upon theeighth 
they carried the corpfe to the place where it was to be burnt : 
amongit people of fortune, the bier, or coflin, was generally car- 
ried by relations : and at the funeral of Emperors and Confuls ; 
the Senators and Magiftrates of the Republic did this office ; 
but the common people were carried by Vefpillones, or com- 
mon-bearers. When perfons of high-biood, or who were emi 
nent for pofls in government, or remarkable ations, were 
brought to the pile, the diftinCions of their quality were car~ 
ried before the coflin, as the confular fafces, the {word and mace, 
their anceftors in wax-work, the plunder they had gained upon 
the enemy, the civic, mural, &c. crowns which they had de- 
ferved, and every thing elfe that might add to their figure. Ser 
vius obferves, that in the beginning of the Republic, they bu: 
ried their dead in their houfe : but by a law of the twelve ta- 
bles, it was forbidden either to bury, or burn any corpfe withia 
the city of Rome ; but afterwards che veftal virgins, and Kime 
perors had a privilege of exception ; as ior other people, they 
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were either interred in the highways, or in their ground, out of 
the town. At the burning of the corpfe, they laid it faft upon 
a pile of wood of pines, yew, and other refembling trees, which 
Jay one upon another in the figure of an altar. The corpfe being 
drefled, and fprinkled with rich liquors, lay in a coffin, made 
on purpofe, with his face upwards, and a piece of filver in his 
movth to pay Charon for his fare. The pile was furrounded 
with cyprefs, an emblem of grief and death ; afier this fome 
of the neareft relations, turning their back to the pile, fet fire to 
it with a torch, which they held behind them ; and the fire being 
lighted, they threw in the clothes, arms, and other rick goods, 
which the deceafed perfon had the greateftfancy for. When 
the corpfe was burnt, they wetted the bones and the afhes with 
milk and wine, and then put them into an urn, which they bu- 
ried in a fepulchre for tbat purpofe. Before this urn, they fet a 
little altar, where they burnt perfumes. 

Their mourning lafted 10 months, which was Romalus’s 
year; but it was poffible to fhorten this term by fome public 
fuccefs of the flate, or any extraordinary good fortune, which 
happened to a private family. 





Az AN ECOD‘'O T B&B, 


Nobleman who had a horfe to ron for the plate at York 
races, wasat the houfe of Mrs. George Ann Bellamy for 
fome days. As his Lordthip was entitled by his rank to the feat 
of honour, he of courfe, during dinner time, fat at her right 
hand ; but fhe could not help obferving, that his eye was con- 
tantly and fleadily fixed upon her. She took little notice of it 
at firft, thinking it was occafioned by the attraclive power of 
her charms, and that good manners would in time induce his 
Lordfhip to behave with more decorum. Seeing, however, that 
her face was ftill the chief object to which his eye was diretted, 
fhe grew much difconcerted and abafhed: but having at length 
secovered from the little prudery the had contraéted in Ireland, 
fhe complained to Mr. Metham of the radenefs of his friend. 
lie could net avoid fmiling whilft the made her complaint 5 
aid, asa perfect acquittal of his Lordfhip from any defign to 
offend her, he informed her, that the eye which had been fo 
ft :adily fixed upon her, and excited her alarms, was only an in- 
nocent glafieye, and therefore could not convey any improper 
j slormation, as it was inmoveable al] day, and refted at night 
very quictly upon the table. ———Her vanity received a check by 
the incident, and her vifitor joined in the lavgh which his eye 
had occafioned, 











SS ee SS OS lee CU 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 205 


Account of Two Heroick 48s performed by Perfons of ob- 
feure Birt. 


T is not birth, or rank, or learning, or wealth that can make 
Heroes ; for we find the moft heroick acts performed by 
perfons of obfcure birth, in the lowett ftations, ftraggling with 
poverty, and whofe minds are unenlightened or unimproved by 
learning or education. Of the truth of this obfervation the two 
following anecdotes will give a mofl firiking and moft admirable 
proof : 

Some time fince the Adige, which runs through the city of 
Verona, was {welled to fuch a degree by rains and torrents from 
the neighbouring hills, that it overflowed its banks, and carried 
away, arch by arch, a bridge that had been built over it in 
Verona. The bridge was lined with houfes, as London bridge 
was formerly. The torrent had carried all away but the centre 
arch, on which ftood a houfe, the inhabitants of which had not 
time to efcape, before the arches broke down. The communi- 
cation with both banks being thus cut off, the forlorn inha- 
bitants of this folitary houfe refigned themfelves to their fate, 
expeGting every moment that the arch, and with it the houfe 
and themfelves, would be washed away, in the fight of their 
feilow citizens, who were crouding on both Sides of the river, 
ceploring their fate, and unabie to aflilt them except with their 
prayers. 

Coont Spolverini, a nobleman of great humanity, though not 
very wealthy, fecing that the piers oa which the arch reited were 
beginning to totter, publickiy cryed out, that he would give 
(a fum equal to) one hundred guineas, to aay one who would 
venture in a boatto the relief of the poor people whowere ia 
this imminent danger, and bring them off. But hecould not, 
ia an immenfe croud of citizens, find one who would run the 
hazard ; as thole, whom the money might otherwife have 
tempted, were deterred by the double danger of being carried 
away by the torrent, or crulhed todeath by the rains of the 
arch, while they might be lying under it with their boat to ree 
ceive the inhabitants of the houte, 

Atlength a poor countryman happened to pafs that way, and 
hearing trom the people the danger of his fellow-creatures on the 
remaining arch, and the generous offer of the Count, he harried 
mito a boat, and by dine of rowing, flemmed the torrent, and 
reached the arch ; there he moored his boat, till he had got on 
beard the father, mother, children, and grandmother,who had let 
themieives down into it by arope, ‘* Be of good yo a 
ricnds 
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friends (faid he to them), the greateft of the danger is pat ; 
he then betook himfelf to his oars, and by the moft powerfal 
exertions, reached the fhore, amidft the fhouts of the multi- 
tude, who applauded the fuccefs of this very hazardous under 
taking. 
Vbat thinks the reader ? If it were added that he tookth= 
reward, and went away fatisfied, they would allow that he wasa 
courageous man and a good fubjeé, who had faved the livesot 
feveral worthy people; and that he very richly deferved the 
resige ws guineas. But when Count Spolverini, rejoiced to fad 
that the lives of thefe people had been faved, ran up to th 
countrymens and beftowing upon him the bleffings of the citi- 
zens, who were enraptured at his intrepidity, prefented to him a 
purfe containing the promifed reward, ** My Lord (faid the 
villager) I don’t fell my life or expofe it for money ; the produce 
of iy indultry {offices for the fupportof my wife, my children, 
and myfelf: If you will part with your money, give it to thofe 
people whom I faved, and who having loft every thing but their 
lives, fland more in need of itthanI do.”? The Count and 
thofe who were witnefles of this heroic conduct, were loft in 
amazement: the countrymen availing himfelf of their furprife, 
mixed with the croud, and was foon loft in it, fo that he got 
home unnoticed, ‘The remaining arch fell in lefs than an hour 
after, 





The ether anecdote is ftill of a more heroic nature. In the 
Jong _f/uccefion war in which we were engaged, though unfuccefs- 
fully, to place the grandfather of the prefent Enrperor on the 


throne of Spain, in oppofition tothe Duke of Anjou, after- 





wards acknowledged by us as King of Spain, by the name of 


Philip An Ww ho was father to the pretent Spanifh Monarch, the 
Duke of Savoy joined the alliance, for which Louis XLV. w! 
had # hee the caufe of his grandfon Philip, invaded the 


Duke’s dominions, conquered the Duchy of Savey, and entering r 


the principality of Piedmont, in 1706, laid fiege to Turin the 
capi N of ail the Duke’s dominions, 

{he Marechal de Marfan and the Duke of Orleans prefied 
the ‘fiece very vigoroufly; and fome of their grenadiers aif- 
covered and got intoa fabserrancous gallery, which led directiy 


& 


to the centre of the town, and by whici a fufiicient body of 
troops might eafily furprife the garrifon, and make themlieives 
natters cf the place. 

It happened that as the French were march hing i into this gal 
Jery, a body of Piedmontefe miners were at work under it : 
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though a poor fellow, a labouring man, among the Piedmontef>, 
but endved withthe foul of an old Roman ; as foon as he heafd 
the French over head, he concluded, that if a blow was not fud« 
denly ftruck, Turin mut be loft, and his country fubjected to 
an odious foreign power: He inftantly, therefore, formed a 
mott heroic refolution : 

The mine was charged, and he refolved to fire it, and blow 
himfelf and the French into the air; for as he had not what 
engineerscalled a /auciffon ready, it was impoffible that he could 
fave his own life; and had he waited he could not fave the 
town. He then told the other miners what he intended to do, 
and taking an affectionate leave of them, bid them retire as fat 
as poflible to pray for his foul ; and tell the Prince that he re- 
commended to him his wife and children. His companions r 
tired; and as foon as he thought them out of danger, he fire 
the mine ; and by facrificing himfelf faved the capital. THis 
Sovereign, on being made acquainted with the circumftance, la- 
mented that his capital had been redeemed at the price of 4 
valuable a life, and promifed that he would bea hufband to the 
widow, and father to the children, which he religioufly per+ 
forined, for he fettled upon them an eftate for ever, which their 
defcendants enjoy to this day. 


~ 
Ca 





ON WINDS AND STORMS, 





Ingeminant auftri, 8 denfifimus imber : 

Nunc memora ingenti vento, nunc ittora plangit. 
ViIRGIle 

The winds redouble and the rains augment : 

bd ‘ : : 

The waves on heaps are dath’d againit the fhore, 

And now the woods, and now the billows roar. 

DryDEX. 


AY Winter, in gradual approach, unfolds his awfa! train, 
‘ vapours, and clouds, and ftorms,’ the Contemplative 
Chriftian forgets the exhilarating profpe& of the gay and 
lively, and becomes habituated to views of the ftupendous and 
fublime. Verdant groves, variegated meadows, and radiant 
tkies, are now fucceeded by leaflefs woods, dejected waftes, and 
a frowning atmofphere. But while the incurious and inatten- 
tive mind perceives a dreary uniformity in all around, the pene- 
trating eye of the ftudent difcovers many a varied afpect of beauty 
and excellence, which ftill invite to the'mof pleafing invetti- 
gation. And however paradoxical it may appear, he finds ia- 
exhaattible fources of ferenity and delight, in that mood of 
mc.ancnoly 
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melancholy mufing on fcenes of defolation, ‘which, in vulgar 
etlimation, would rather 
Deepen the murmur of the floods, 
And breathe a browner horror o’er th’ woods. 
Pope. 


In fine, in each viciflitude of the feafons, he ftill difcerns the Om* 
nipotent Creator, ever bountiful to man ; and whether the gen- 
tle gales breathe propitious in the Spring, or refiftlefs ftorms ra- 
vage the earth in Winter, his cultivated mind kindles with de. 
votion, and even calls upon the inanimate world to join him in 
adoration : 





To him, ye vocal gales, 
Breathe foft, whofe fpirit in your frefhnefs breathes ; 
Oh, talk of him in folitary glooms ! 

Where o’er the rocks the fcarcely waving pine 

Fills the brown fhade with a religious awe. 

And ye, whofe bolder note is heard afar, 

Who thake th’ aftonith’d world, lift high to Heav’a 
Th’ impetuous fong, and fay from whom you rage. 
THOMPSON, 


Some fuperficial obferver may enquire, how it happens, that 
with fuch evident marks of wifdom and contrivance in the ob- 
jects we have hitherto furveyed, a Being infinitely good, as well 
as wife and powerful, could permit fuch a variety of evils as are 
produced by ftorms and tempefts; by which whole countries 
have been ravaged, and thoufands in every age overwhelmed in 
theocean, To this it may be obferved, that nothing is properly 
aa evil, which it is confiftent with the perfeétions of the Deity 
to permit or appoint, but what deferves that character upon 
the whole. This wecan never prefume to fay of any thing 
that we are acquainted with, nor indeed of any natural evils that 
are of a limited duration. It is more becoming to fuppofe, that 
they may have a tendency to promote the more folid and per- 
manent happinefs of individuals, (after feveral intermediate 
confequences which we are too fhort-fighted to trace) or the 
general good of the creation. Nor can we demonitrate, or even 
argue the contrary with any probability, unlefs we can likewife 
comprehend all the infinite variety of sdefigns that an All- 
wile Being may intend to effeét by particular occurrences, and 
thoroughly underftand the whole of his government, the cons 
nection of the feveral parts of it, and their reference and {ubordi« 
nation to each other. 

Tis but a part we fee, and not a whole. 
Pop. 
It 
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It mutt, at leaft, be unqueftionable, that what feems wrong in the 
prefent ftate, may be amply rettified in fome future fcene of 
exiftence, and the prefent evil infinitely overbalanced by the fuc- 
ceeding good. 

It may further be obferved, with the poetical Philofopher jaft 
quoted, that ‘ all partial evilis univerfal good.” Of what we 
call natural evils, many are moft admirably adapted to the profe- 
cation and welfare of the creation. 


In thy world material, Mighty Mind ! 
Not that alone which folaces and fhines, 

The rough and gloomy challenges our praife, 
The Winter is as needful as the Spring ; 
The thunder as the fun : a ftagnant mafs 

Of vapours breeds a peftilential air : 

Not more propitious the Favonian breeze 

To Nature’s health, than purifying ftorms. 





Youna. 


In a word, the more attentively we confider this fubject, the 
Contemplative Chriftian cannot but learn this important truth, 
that from the natural evils incident to the prefent frame and 
conflitution of things, the Divine Being is either conftantly 
educing good, or will finally render them fubfervient, on the 
whole, to the happinefs of his creatares. Nor can a benevoleat 
mind derive a nobler confolation in calamity, than from the cone 
fideration, that the immediate caufe of his fufferings may, per- 
haps, in the providential courfe of events, be conformable to 
fome #racious intention in that Being, who is the inexhauftible 
foundation of good to all his creatures ; and that not only the 
winds, in general, are productive of various benefits to mankind, 
bot that the very ftorm which perhaps ravaged his lands, or 
planged fome loved relation in the deep, was neceflary to venti- 
Jate the fkies, to agitate the ocean into wholefome rage, and to 
{weep from the earth thofe noxious vapours, which, if permitted 
to be at reft, would be produdlive of all the fatal effects of in- 
fe&tion and difeafe. And with refpect to himfelf, as an indivi- 
dual, he will rejoice in the reflection, that after a few years more, 
{pent in the afpiring hopes of Faith and Piety, the benevolent 
exertions of virtue and goodnefs, and the patient exercile of 
fortitade and refignation, ali the momentary evils of thislife 
will be fucceeded by unfading peace and everlalting joy : 


The ftorms of wiatry life will quickly pafs, 
And one unbounded Spring encircle all. 
Tuomson. 


Vou IX, 217. zD Ay four, 
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Anfwer, by T. Sleeman, of Plymouth-Dock, toT. Pafinare’s 
Queftion, inferted Auguft 28. 


F the tranfverfe diameter of an ellipfis drawn on three 

circles be 56, the diameter of each circle will be 28, 
the circumference 87.92, and area 615.44. The fide ofa 
fquare infcribed in one of thofe circles will be 19.8, and 
its area 392; the conjugate diameter will be 39.6, and 
area of the ellipfis 1741.7: All which are eafily deter 
mined by any one who has but a {mall {kill in menfu- 
ration. 


*{* We have received the like anfwer from W. T. 
Stentaford, of Calftock. 





Anfuuer, by W. Cory, of Cranborne, to P. Gove’s enigmatical Lift 
of Towas in Arabia, inferted September 18. 


1. Siden. 7. Hadramut. 
2. Caffeen. | 8. Segure. 

3. Medina. 9- Matcat. 
4. Elcalf. 10. Moco. 

5- Mecca. | 11. Dhafare,. 
6. Sibit. 


§1§ We have received the like anfwer from W. Drewe, 
of Exeter; and T. Petvin, of Street. 





Anfwer, by F. C. of Bridport, toT. Pafmore’s Charade, inferted 
January \. 


7 HEN indolence and drunkennefs 
Once feize upon the mind, 
Then Books are quickly thrown afide, 
To greedy Worms refign’d. 


Yet foolifh man—ah, fenfelefs log ! 


Accounts it a difgrace, 
If drunken fots him BOOKWORM call, 


So mingles with the race. 


itl] We have received the like anfwer from P. Lufcombe 


and W. Truman, of Chudleigh; J. Beck, of Mr. Quant’s 
. S chool, 
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School, Hinton St. George ; W. Drewe, of Exeter ; L. Kiddle, 
of Martock 3 and T. Petvin, of Street. 





Anfuur, by T. Locock, of Martock, to T. Paf/more’s Charade, 
infert:d January 8. 


URORA in his Car doth ride; 
In Nations multitudes refide ; 
CARNATION will the whole explain 
That doth belong to Flora’s train. 


+§+ We have received the like anfwer from P. Lufcombe, 
of Chudleigh; W. Drewe, and T. Whicker, of Exeter; and 
an Officer. 





Anfwer, by S.G. Sloman, of Kentifbeer School, to W. Cory’s 
Rebus, inferted January 8. 


OUR rebus, Sir, I try’d to find, 
Atlaft it came into my mind, 
WINCANTON would the fame conftrue ; 

I hope, dear Sir, the anfwer’s true. 


ttt We have’ received the like anfwer from F. Colling and 
W. T. Stentaford, of Calftock ; J. Sibly, near Bodmin ; J. Ef. 
ford, of Chudleigh; W. Drewe and T. Whicker, of Exeter ; 
J. Beck, of Mr. Quant’s School, Hinton St. George ; W. Paull, 
of Blackdown; W. Goodden, of Somerton; and 'T, Petvin, 
of Street. 





Anfwer, by W. Drewe, of Exeter, toT. Petvin's Enigma, inferted 
January i. 


IN tee no more a hoary afpect wears ; 

The lovely {pring in beauteous form appears ; 

Sehold bright Sol, refplendent orb of day, 

From ealtern climes is haftening on his way ; 

By its reviving rays each flowery field 

A moft delightful fragrant fweetne(s yields. 

Hark! through each grove the CUCKOO daily fings, 

And joyful fpreads the tidings that fhe brings : 
z2D2z The 
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The fkylark joins his {weet harmonious lays, 

And utters forth the great Creator’s praife. 

All things with perfect beauty feem to crown 

Fair Albion’s happy, peaceful ifle around. 





Anfwer, by T. Petvin, of Street,to Martinus Scriblerus’s Enigma, 
inferted January 8. 


HOUGH fabtle genias held obfcure 
The objects of your metre, 
I thought infpection might procure 
Some interefting feature. 


Nor thought in vain; for TWILIGHT (free 
Tocruth whatever hindered) 

Exclaim’d, ‘* ’Tis darknefs, light, and me, 
** That boaft the triple kindred.” 





4 QUESTION, by Fames Rofs, Teacher of the Mathes 
matics in the Royal Navy. 


N latitude of 50° 20’ N. required the time twilight 
begins and ends on the 4th of February, 1787; with 
the fpherical projection. 





4n ANAGRAM, éy S. G. Sloman, of Kentifbeer School. 


A’ Heathen God and part of yourfelf tran{pofe, 
So that they may two fyllables compofe, 

And then there will appear, without difpute, 

A penman’s name, who is in great repute. 





A CHARADE, by P. Lufcombe, of Chudleigh. 


¥ firft, ye gents, aliquor will declare ; 
My next you'll find a colour will appear ; 
My whole is what you'll find my firft to be, 
Or elfe you'll furely lay the blame on me. 
4 REBUS, 
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4 REBUS, dy C. C. near Taunton. 


O an iron bar and where honey abounds, 
Annex one.third of the organ of founds; 
My place of abode by the whole will appear, 
— | Which is a parifh in Somerfethire. 








1a, — 
An ENIGMA, dy F. Macey, of Rattery. 


REPARE, ye bards, to tell my name, 
And make it plain appear ; 
With eafe I’m fure you’ll find the fame 
From the few hints now here. 





My body is exceeding fmall, 
Without ar arm or head ; 

No legs do I poffefs at all, 
Though many feet, ’tis faid. 





Yet on my feet I’ve ne’er a toe, 


“ But many nails, ’tis true ; 
Sometimes | hardfhips undergo, 
- ‘ Yet pitied am by few. 


; In city, country, and in town, 

My aid do many crave ; 
Though ’tis well known, I’m often found 
z To be a cruel knave. 


BEPEPEEEC EES SESE EEE ES > 


Our Corre/pondents who fend us queftions, anagrams, rebuffes, 
paradoxes, enigmas, anfwers, Sc. are defired to fend their genuine 
Solutions at the fame time; and thofe who do not, mujf} not expe? 10 
Jes what they fend inferted. 


¥ Sele detec ah he oh hea 
ERRATUM.—JnT. Sleeman’s Anfwer to M. Thomas’s 


Queftion, inferted February 5, read, A horizontal ‘ine 
drawn from the centre of the wall’s top, at the tran{verfe 
end, to the pole is = g4.4=b; above which the pole is= 
190.8=c, &c. 





POETRY, 
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Dr. Fordyce’s Addrefs to Lord Bute on bis turning Poet in 
his old Age 


es 9 IS ftrange,”” my Lord, ‘* ’tis pafling flrange,” 
‘That now grown old and grey, 
From profe to verie I judden change ; 
Young fancy flown away! 


In early prime the fprightly power 
Is ever on the wing ; 

Eager to feize the {miling hour, 
And oft in hafte to fing. 


A wide reverfe, when judgment cool, 
Led on by hoary age, 

Moves flow, and only moves by rules, 
Through each fucceeding flage! 


Calm hiftory, of fober face, 
Then chief attraéts the mind, 
Intent with curious thought to trace 
The manners of mankind. 


Or yet the dame, philofophy, 
Now gains upon the heart, 

In him whofe bofom once beat high 
To learn the poet’s art. 


Her locks fo fage, yet void of fpleen, 
May well the foul engave, 

When form’d to tafte thole joys ferene, 
That fcoth declining age. 


Cy 
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Or elfe grave contemplation’s eye 
O’er nature’s work to caft, 

And endlefs wonders there defcry, 
Shall-moft delight at lat. . j i 





in truth, my Lord, *twere hard to fay 
What charms the good and great 

Have often prov’d, in her furvey, 
Beyond the pomp of ftate. } : 


But hardly fhall your Lordthip find, 
In your extended view 

Of human life, or haman kind, itd 
A cafe fo odd, fo new ! 1 


Thus, ’mid the very froft of time, 





When ardour dies away, 
To glow with all the rage of rhyme, |] 

As ’twere the month of May ! al 
No rhyme difturb’d my youthful reft ; 1} 


No rage did then infpire : if 
And can it be, this aged breatt ; 
Now feels poetic fire ? 


: Freely to {peak its fecret fource ; 
The freedom you’ll excufe ; a 

In fcenes fublime lies mighty force ; 

And High Cliff is my mufe, 





ia! 
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Tranflation of the Twenty-fourth Ode of the Firft Book of 


Horace. 


Yo Virgil, on the Death of Quintilius Varus. | 


OR worth fo precious who will bluth to weep? 

Or certain limits with their forrows keep ? H 
Strike, ftrike, Melpomene, thy lyre, 
And forrow’s plaintive notes in/pire ! 


Alas! perpetual flumbers clofe his eyes! 
Juftice unbiafs’d with Quintilian dies ; 
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Nor faith or naked truth will find 
His equal in a mortal mind, 


A lofs like this the virtuous muft deplore, 

And who, than thee, O Virgil, mourns him more ? 
Thy pious hands are rais’d in vain ; 

He never will return again ! 


Sweeter than Orpheus though you ftrike the lyre, 
Whofe notes the lift’ning trees admire, 

The blood would never {well his veins, 

Or animate his fad remains. 


When once Mercurius with his dreaded rod, 
Conduéts fad mortals to their laft abode, 
Tis vain and impious to oppofe, 

While patience can abate our woes. 


MARTINUS SCRIBLERUS, 





Verfes, by the late Lord Orrery. 


W's native freedom, as with courage blefs’d, 
Briton’s each mark of thraldom thould deteft. 
*Tis Heaven’s high gift, ’cis nature’s great decree, 
That none be flaves whom God himfelf made free. 


Revere we ought thofe powers which we entruft, 
But to ourfelves be refolutely juft ; 

Scorn bafe corruption, nor, like flaves, cifown 

The laws that fix’d our Monarch on his throne : 


For well we know, by truth’s eternal rules, 
Where flaves are fubjects, fubjects mult be fools. 
Exert but reafon; liberty will reign, 

And tyranny exalt her impious head in vain. 

















. ws FS. eae 


Reader! life is but a dream ; 
*Tis merely all a jef ; 
And, thanks to God, l’ve found the cream 
In everlafting reft. 
MARTINUS SCRIBLERUS. 


in oo OO cee ees oe a Ok Oe —_— ~~ 
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